FHSAA POLICY 27

SCHOOLS’ RESPONSIBILITIES TO FHSAA
OFFICIALS
Member schools have the following responsibilities relative to FHSAA officials when serving as host for an
athletic contest to which the officials are assigned:

27.1
27.2
27.3
27.4

An authorized representative of the host school shall greet the officials upon their arrival.
The host school should provide a private, secure place for the officials to park.
The host school should provide a secure dressing facility which affords privacy.

The host school should provide the officials access to private shower facilities with hot water
whenever possible.

27.5 The host school should provide the officials with refreshments (i.e., water and/or sports drinks)
during the halftime intermission, following the conclusion of the contest and other appropriate times.

27.6 The host school must provide pregame, halftime and postgame security for the officials. A school
official or principal’s designee must escort the officials to and from the playing field or court to prevent
harassment.
27.7 The host school principal, principal’s designee or game administrator must indicate to the referee or umpirein-chief his/her seat location should a situation develop where assistance is needed during the contest. The contest
coaches should not serve as the principal’s designee or game administrator.

27.8 School personnel, including coaches, shall not enter the officials dressing facility while the officials
are in attendance except when requested by the officials.

27.9 The host school for state series contests beyond the district level shall provide contest officials
with a secure and adequate dressing room (one each for mixed gender crews) with properly operating bathroom
facilities including showers with warm water at the site of the contest. If the site does not have such facilities, the
host school shall obtain and provide at its expense an appropriate hotel/motel room(s) reasonably close to the
site. The host school is required to complete dressing room arrangements and have the information
available to the head referee at least 24 hours prior to the scheduled starting time of the contest. It is the
responsibility of the head referee or umpire-in-chief to contact the school administration at least 24 hours prior to the
scheduled starting time of the contest to verify the arrangements for the contest. The referee or umpire-inchief shall report to the FHSAA Office the failure of any host school to provide dressing facilities as
required.
FHSAA POLICY 28

RULES OF CONDUCT FOR FHSAA OFFICIALS
A violation of any one of these provisions may subject an offending official to a monetary penalty,
suspension as an official, or both.

28.1 All FHSAA officials shall conduct themselves on and off the athletic field in a manner conducive to
the best interests of the FHSAA, its member schools, and the interscholastic athletic program in general.
No FHSAA official shall pursue a course of action which is detrimental to the welfare of the FHSAA or its
member schools.

28.2 All FHSAA officials shall comply with all FHSAA guidelines, regulations, policies and procedures
as contained in the FHSAA Officials Guidebook.

28.3 All FHSAA officials shall be neatly dressed in the appropriate uniform as prescribed in the Officials
Guidebook, and project a physically fit appearance, when officiating a contest involving an FHSAA
member school.

28.4 All FHSAA officials are expected to arrive on time for the contest as required by the rules of the
applicable sport.
28.5 All FHSAA officials should be in good physical condition, mentally ready to work the best possible
contest and be fully cognizant of the sport’s rules. Officials are expected to make each call as they see it
without fear or favor, regardless of the score, and hustle at all times.

28.6 No FHSAA official should fraternize with athletes, coaches, or spectators before, during or after a
contest.

28.7 No FHSAA official may officiate a contest involving a school which his/her child currently attends,
a relative currently works, or from which the official himself/herself attended or graduated within the last 7
years. No FHSAA official who is employed by a member school shall officiate a contest involving a team
from that school except as provided in Bylaw 8.9.5 of the FHSAA Bylaws, which states, “Coaches or other
persons connected with competing schools shall not officiate in contests except with the consent of
all competing schools.”

28.8 No FHSAA official shall arrive or appear at the contest site with the odor of an alcoholic beverage
on his/her breath.

28.9 No FHSAA official shall use tobacco or tobacco-like products during the contest or in the vicinity of
the athletic field.

28.10 No FHSAA official shall engage in unsportsmanlike conduct.
28.11 No FHSAA official shall refuse to officiate any contest with another FHSAA official because that
same other FHSAA official is or is not also a registered member of a national or international officials
organization.

28.12 No FHSAA official shall officiate a contest or part of a contest which is classified as an exhibition
or practice game between two or more member schools. Such games are prohibited by the FHSAA Bylaws. This
provision, however, does not preclude an FHSAA official from officiating an intra-squad contest or scrimmage
in which all participants are students at the same one school.

28.13 No FHSAA official shall publicly criticize or berate a coach or other employee of a member
school. Professional ethics require that officials use proper channels to report their problems rather than
airing them publicly.
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